A Little Book on Prayer
By Rev Justin Griffin
This study aid proceeds chapter by chapter through the book, "A Little Book on Prayer" and offers additional questions to facilitate deeper discussion.

Chapter 1
“Praying always”: The understanding communicated from the passage in Ephesians 6 identifies a consistent, ongoing communication and meditation with the Almighty throughout one's life.  According to this verse we should seek to establish ourselves in a sense of God's Presence by continually conversing with Him.  Yet, know this;  there is a vast difference between praying at God and communicating with God .  
Q1. When was the last time we Christians had a consistent conversation with God in which we were talking with Him and not just at Him?
· Think of the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:1-4. Did He teach us to pray at God or to call out to the Father in a personal manner?
Romans 8:5 says, “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit”.  The earnestness that we work up in the energy of the flesh is a repulsive thing .


On the other hand, the earnestness wrought in us by the power of the Holy Spirit is pleasing to God. Here again, if we would pray aright, to enter into the presence of God, to have a definite vivid consciousness of God; we must look to God the Holy Spirit to teach us to pray.  For thus saith God's Word, "But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things..." (John 14:26).

Q2. When is the last time one prayed something like, “Holy Spirit please teach me how to pray?”  or “Please lead me into the presence of God” then stopped and listened and waited for the Holy Spirit to respond?
· Even though the words may be the same, what is the difference between praying in the flesh and praying in the Spirit?
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Q3. Is it possible that our modern prayer has no power in it because there is no heart in it?  What?  We rush into God's presence, throw a string of requests at the LORD, jump up and go out.  If we put so little heart into our prayers, then why do we expect God to put much heart into answering them?
· It has been said that, "Some church goers pay more respect when talking to an IRS agent, dog catcher or a garbage worker than to the LORD".  If we put so little respect into our prayers, then why do we expect God to put much heart into answering them? 

If we give a listening ear to all God's commands to us, He will give a listening ear to all our appeals to Him. If, on the other hand, we turn a deaf ear to the precepts of the LORD of Hosts, He will be likely to turn a deaf ear to our prayers.  Here we find the secret of much unanswered prayer. We are not listening to God's Word, and therefore He is not listening to our prayers. What - is that possible?

Q4. Does the Bible really teach that God will not listen to every prayer we pray?  Consider the answer from God's Word:

Isaiah 59:1-2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

John 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.

Psalms 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

Following the teaching of the above passages of Scripture, it is true that God may listen and answer "yes" or "no" or "wait" to a prayer, but it is just as equally true that God may not even hear the prayer offered by the unrepentant, willfully disobedient sinner.

· Why have Christians been taught that God HAS TO hear everything we say, and MUST give us an answer when we pray?  
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