The Book of Proverbs
With commentary by Matthew Henry

Proverbs 1:7 ¶ The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of knowledge: [but] fools despise wisdom and instruction.

A. "Fools are people who have no true wisdom, who follow their own devices, without regard to reason, or reverence for God."
Q1. How is "fear" the begining of knowledge?

Proverbs 1:10, 15 ¶ My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not...  walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path:
A. "Wicked people are zealous in seducing others into the paths of the destroyer: sinners love company in sin.  How cautious we  should be! “Do not consent.” Do not say as they say, nor do as they do, or would have you to do."
Q1. How do sinners seek to entice Christians?

* In the world  * In the church


* In education  * In entertainment

Proverbs 1:28-30 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:  For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:
A. "Solomon, having showed how dangerous it is to listen to the temptations of Satan, here declares how dangerous it is not to listen to the calls of God. ... Are we despisers of wisdom? Let us listen diligently, and obey the Lord Jesus out of love, that we may enjoy peace of conscience and confidence in God; be free from evil, in life, in death, and for ever."
Q1. How many operate under the premise, "Because I spoke, God must listen and answer ME".  What is wrong with this premise?

Proverbs 2:1-2, 5, 8 ¶ My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;  So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, [and] apply thine heart to understanding... Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God... "

A. "Those who earnestly seek heavenly wisdom, will never complain that they have lost their labour; and the freeness of the gift does not do away the necessity of our diligence. {John 6:27 Let them seek, and they shall find it; let them ask, and it shall be given them}."
Q1. What if we don't know the commands of God, and we don't really care to apply our hearts to understanding the things of the LORD?  (See Proverbs 1:7).

Proverbs 2:10-12 ¶ When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;  Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: To deliver thee from the way of the evil...

A. "When wisdom has dominion over us, then it not only fills the head, but enters into the heart, and will preserve, both against corruptions within and temptations without."
Q1. How does Godly wisdon-fear-knowledge keep us safe from evil?  
Proverbs 3:13-14, 18 ¶  Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold... She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.

A. "This Wisdom is the Lord Jesus Christ and his salvation, sought and obtained by faith and prayer. If it were not for unbelief, remaining sinfulness, and carelessness, we should find all our ways pleasantness, and our paths peace."
