The Book of Proverbs
With commentary by Matthew Henry

Proverbs 4:1-2, 18  ¶ Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law... the path of the just [is] as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
A. "True wisdom consists in obedience, and is united to happiness. A soul without true wisdom and grace is a dead soul. How poor, contemptible, and wretched are those, who, with all their wealth and power, die without Christ, without hope, and without God!"
Q1. How does salvation in Christ bring a love of God's law, His Word and His Sacraments?
Proverbs 5:21 For the ways of man [are] before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.
A. "Ever remember, that though secret sins may escape the eyes of our fellow creatures, yet a man’s ways are before the eyes of the Lord, who not only sees, but ponders all his goings. Those who are so foolish as to choose the way of sin, are justly left of God to themselves, to go on in the way to destruction."
Q1. Why does anyone think that any thing they do is done in secret?
* If a tree falls in the forest and no one was around to hear it, did it make a noise?  Yes, God was there, nothing happens in secret.

Proverbs 6:6-9 ¶ Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:  Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,  Provideth her meat in the summer, [and] gathereth her food in the harvest.  How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?
A. "Habits of indolence and indulgence grow upon people. Thus life runs to waste; and poverty, though at first at a distance, gradually draws near, like a traveller; and when it arrives, is like an armed man, too strong to be resisted. All this may be applied to the concerns of our souls. How many love their sleep of sin, and their dreams of worldly happiness! Shall we not seek to awaken such? Shall we not give diligence to our own spiritual growth?"
Q1. How slow and lumbering are some when it comes to work, learning and/or religion?  What does Proverbs 6:6-9 teach us about ALL areas of ouur life?
Proverbs 6:16-19 These six [things] doth the LORD hate: yea, seven [are] an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness [that] speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

A. "Here is a list of things hateful to God. Those sins are in a special manner provoking to God, which are harmful to the comfort of human life. These things which God hates, we must hate in ourselves.  Let us shun all such practices, and watch and pray against them."

Q1. What does God hate and why is it an abomination to Him?

Proverbs 8:10-11 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.  For wisdom [is] better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.
A. "Yet attention to the words of Christ, will guide the most ignorant into saving knowledge of the truth. Where there is an understanding heart, and willingness to receive the truth in love, wisdom is valued [salvation] above silver and gold."
Q1. How is Matthew 13:44 liken to Proverbs 8:10-11?
