The Book of Proverbs
With commentary by Matthew Henry

Proverbs 9:9-10 Give [instruction] to a wise [man], and he will be yet wiser: teach a just [man], and he will increase in learning.  The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy [is] understanding.
A. "It is not enough to forsake the foolish, we must join those that walk in wisdom.  There is no true wisdom but in the way of religion, no true life but in the end of that way." 
Q1. Proverbs 9:10 says, " The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of wisdom:..." but  1John 4:18 says, "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear..."; so how does one reconcile these verses? 
Proverbs 9:17-18 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread [eaten] in secret is pleasant.  But he knoweth not that the dead [are] there; [and that] her guests [are] in the depths of hell.
A. "God is not the Author of sin: and Satan can only tempt, he cannot force. Yea, how diligent the tempter is, to seduce unwary souls into sin! Carnal, sensual pleasure, stupefies conscience, and puts out the sparks of conviction.  The depths of Satan are depths of hell; and sin, without remorse, is ruin, ruin without remedy. 


Solomon shows the hook; those who believe him, will not meddle with the bait. Behold the wretched, empty, unsatisfying, deceitful, and stolen pleasure sin proposes; and may our souls be so desirous of the everlasting enjoyment of Christ, that on earth we may live to him, daily, by faith, and before long be with him in glory."

Q1. How sweet is sin to the flesh, and how bitter is sin to the soul?
Q2. What does Proverbs 9:17-18 teach us about temptation and sin?

Proverbs 10:2, 6 ¶ Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death... Blessings [are] upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.
A. "Through the whole of the Proverbs, we are to look for somewhat beyond the first sense the passage may imply, and this we shall find to be Christ. He is the Wisdom so often spoken of in this book.


Though the righteous may be poor, the Lord will not permit him to lack what is required for spiritual life.  Both the just and the wicked must die; but between their souls there is a vast difference." 

Q1. How does, "righteousness delivereth from death..."?  More to the point, who is our righteousness and how will He deliver us from death?
Proverbs 10:29-30 ¶ The way of the LORD [is] strength to the upright: but destruction [shall be] to the workers of iniquity.  The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.
A. "The believer grows stronger in faith, and obeys with increased delight.  The wicked would be glad to have this earth their home for ever, but it cannot be so. They must die and leave all their idols behind."

Q1. What are some physical or social or monetary or religious idols of the wicked?
Proverbs 11:9 ¶ An hypocrite with [his] mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.
A. "Hypocrites delude men into error and sin by artful objections against the truths of God’s word. 
Q1. How will knowledge deliver the just from the lies of hypocrites?
