The Book of Proverbs
With commentary by Matthew Henry

Proverbs 11:18-20 ¶ The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness [shall be] a sure reward.  As righteousness [tendeth] to life: so he that pursueth evil [pursueth it] to his own death.  They that are of a froward heart [are] abomination to the LORD: but [such as are] upright in [their] way [are] his delight.
A. "He who makes it his business to do good, shall have a reward, as sure to him as eternal truth can make it.  True holiness is true happiness. The more violent a man is in sinful pursuits, the more he hastens his own destruction.  Nothing is more hateful to God, than hypocrisy and double dealing, which are here signified. God delights in those who strive for and act with uprightness."

Q1. How does "righteousness tendeth to life" and why are the upright ways God's delight?

Proverbs 12:4, 14:1 ¶ A virtuous woman [is] a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed [is] as rottenness in his bones.  Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.
A. "A wife who is devoted to God, prudent, and looks well to the ways of her household, who makes conscience of her duty, and can bear crosses; such a one is an honour and comfort to her husband. She that is the opposite of this, preys upon him, and consumes him. 

A woman who has no fear of God, who is wilful and wasteful, and indulges her ease, will as certainly ruin her family, as if she plucked her house down.  Here are grace and sin in their true colours. Those who despise God’s precepts and promises, despise God and all his power and mercy." 
Q1. What does Proverbs 12:4, 14:1 teach about Godly women?

Proverbs 14:26-27, 15:16 ¶ In the fear of the LORD [is] strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.  The fear of the LORD [is] a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death... Better [is] little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith.

A. "Those who fear the Lord so as to obey and serve him, have a strong ground of confidence, and will be preserved. Let us seek to this Fountain of life, that we may escape the snares of death."

Q1. Why does fearing God bring about confidence and life?
Q2. What does Proverbs 14:26-27 and Romans 3:18 teach us about fear and God?

Q3. Fear of the LORD often means a reverent, respectful, awe of devotion that deepens ones love for God.  What does fear often mean in English?

Proverbs 15:3, 8, 29  ¶ The eyes of the LORD [are] in every place, beholding the evil and the good.  The sacrifice of the wicked [is] an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright [is] his delight... The LORD [is] far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.
A. "Secret sins, services, and sorrows, are under God’s eye. This speaks comfort to saints, and terror to sinners.  The wicked put other things in the place of Christ’s atonement, or in the place of holy obedience.  God sets himself at a distance from those who set him at defiance."

Q1. How does it help you to know that the LORD is watching all people and all things, at all times?

Q2. How does Proverbs 15:29 and James 5:16 correlate?  James 5:16 says, "... The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."
