The Book of Proverbs
With commentary by Matthew Henry

Proverbs 16:18 ¶ Pride [goeth] before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.
A. People offten  declare, “The Bible says, pride comes before a fall.” However this quote is not in the Bible. It is uncertain when or why Proverbs 16:18 was altered for popular consumption, but the original rendition states that pride ends in destruction and not a fall. 
B. Also, the quote, “Spare the rod, spoil the child" is not in the Bible. The Bible specifically teaches in Proverbs 13:24 "He that spareth his rod hateth his son" (KJV). While the popular quote is similar to the Bible verse, the quote, “spare the rod spoil the child” finds its origin with Samuel Butler, in Hudibras, which was first published in 1662.

Q1. What difference does it really make if one is saying that something is in the Bible, when it is not?
Proverbs 16:6, 9 ¶ By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD [men] depart from evil.  A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.

A. "By the mercy and truth of God in Christ Jesus, the sins of believers are taken away, and the power of sin is broken... When God’s glory is man's end, and his will their rule, he will direct their steps by his Spirit, Word and grace."
Q1. Why if one fears God, that is reverencing and respecting God they will depart from sin?
Q2. How is God in control of our life and thus directing our steps?

Proverbs 17:14 ¶ The beginning of strife [is as] when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.
A. "What danger there is in the beginning of strife! Resist its earliest display; and leave it off, if it were possible, before you begin."

Q1. Why do some people seem to thrive off of drama?  How should we Biblically respond to others who are stirring up drama? 
Proverbs 18:10 ¶ The name of the LORD [is] a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.

A. "The divine power, made known in and through our Lord Jesus Christ, forms a strong tower for the believer, who relies on the Lord."  Note: the word "name" offten means power in its original context.  Thus to come in the "name" of the LORD is to come in His power or to be saved by the "name" of Christ means to be saved by His power.
Q1. How is the name of God, that is the power of the LORD a save place for believers to run?

Proverbs 18:22; 19:14 "Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good [thing], and obtaineth favour of the LORD... a prudent wife [is] from the LORD."
A. "A good wife is a great blessing to a man, and a discreet and virtuous wife is more valuable than house and riches."

Q1. Why is a prudent wife from God?

Q2. What would the reverse of this proverb teach?

Q3. How has biblical teaching about women been distorted by today's culture?
