The Book of Proverbs
With commentary by Matthew Henry

Proverbs 20:9 ¶ Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?
A. "Some can say, Through grace, we are cleaner than we have been; but it was the work of the Holy Spirit."  Salvation is God's gift to us, not our gift to Him.
Q1. How does Proverbs20:9 parallel Ephesians 2:8-9?
Proverbs 20:22 ¶ Say not thou, I will recompense evil; [but] wait on the LORD, and he shall save thee.
A. "Wait on the Lord, attend his pleasure, and he will protect you." For thus saith the Word of the LORD, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 'Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord'" (Romans 12:19).
Q1. Why should we leave vengeance in the hands of the Almighty all knowing God of the universe?

Q2. What happens when WE take vengeance in our own hands?
Proverbs 21:9, 19 ¶ [It is] better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house... [It is] better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman.
A. "It is best to shun bitter contention by pouring out the heart before God... and... Unbridled passions spoil the comfort of all relationships."

Q1. Why is it advisable to avoid a brawling, contentious, angry spouse?  Yes, Christians are to be forgiving, but should we be a doormat for abuse?  Why?
Proverbs 22:10 ¶ Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease.

A. "Profane scoffers and revilers disturb the peace."

Q1. Does the New Testament teach the principle of " cast out the scorner"?  Compare Proverbs 22:10 with:

* Avoid: 2Timothy 3:5; Romans 16:17

* Cast out: Titus 3:10-11; 1 Corinthians 5:13

* Anathema Maranatha: 1 Corinthians 16:22 
Proverbs 23:21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe [a man] with rags.
A. "The gracious Saviour who purchased pardon and peace for his people, is ready to guide our hearts in his way.  If the heart be guided, the steps will be guided.  The heart is what the great God requires. We must not think to divide the heart between God and the world; he will have all or nothing. 


It is really a shame to make a god of the belly. Drunkenness  stupefies men, and then all goes to ruin.  Laziness takes away the heart that should be given to God. Take heed of any approaches toward these sins, it is very hard to retreat from them. They bewitch men to their ruin.
Q1.  Why are drugs, drunkenness, laziness and gluttony some what socially acceptable in our society today?
Proverbs 24:17 ¶ Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth:
A. "The pleasure we are apt to take in the troubles of an enemy is forbidden."  
Q1. Why should we not rejoice when the wicked fail?

Q2. Have you ever heard the axiom, " There but but by the grace of God go I" how does it apply to Proverbs 24:17?

